Application No. 09/986,535 

Reply to Office Action of October 4, 2004 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 3, 5-8, 12 and 24-28 are active. Claims 1, 9-11, 13-15, 22 and 23 have been 

cancelled without prejudice to their representation in a continuation-type application. To 

place it in condition for allowance, Claim 12 has been amended to incorporate the limitations 

of Claims 1 and 10. New Claims 24-28 depend from Claim 12 which has been indicated as 

being allowable and claim the particular types of milk products which are disclosed on page 

12, lines 18-20, of the specification. The Applicants note that Claim 8 as amended April 16, 

2004, did not identify this claim a "Currently Amended". Claim 8 is presently amended and 

is "Currently Amended" status properly indicated. Accordingly, the Applicants do not 

believe that any new matter has been added. Favorable consideration is respectfully 

requested. 

The Applicants thank Examiner Lewis for the courteous discussion of November 8, 
2004. To facilitate the identification of allowable subject matter, it was suggested that the 
Applicants amend Claim 12 to incorporate the limitations of Claims 1 and 10 from which it 
depended; and that Claims 1, 9-11, 13-15, 22 and 23 as well as non-elected Claims 16-21 be 
cancelled without prejudice. Since Claim 12, which is directed to milk products, is otherwise 
in condition for allowance, it was proposed to add dependent claims to the particular milk 
products disclosed in the specification. The prior amendment of Claim 8 to add a "wherein 
clause" was discussed. Since Claim 8 depends from Claim 6 which was indicated as 
allowable, the Applicants proposed deletion of the wherein clause. To assure that the PTO 
record is complete, it was suggested that the Applicants provide a copy of the information J 
disclosure statement filed August 14, 2003 and date-stamped filing receipt. The Applicants 
have now amended the claims and provide a copy of the previously- filed information 
disclosure statement. Favorable consideration of this amendment and allowance of this 
application is now respectfully requested. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
The Applicants respectfully request acknowledgement of the information disclosure 
statement filed August 14 5 2003. This statement cites one patent and twenty seven 
publications. 

Prior Art Rejections 

The prior art rejections are moot in view of the cancellation of the rejected claims. 
The Applicants thank Examiner Lewis for indicating that Claims 3 and 5-8 are allowable and 
that Claim 12 would be allowable if amended to incorporate the limitations of the claims 
from which it depends. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that 
this application is now in condition for allowance. Early notification to this effect is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
Norman F. Obion 
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